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Promote Clean and 
Renewable Energy

Knoxville Solar America Cities Program

Goals
Â Build public 

understanding;
Â Increase visibility;
Â Strengthen local 

market capacity and 
expertise;

Â Reduce red tape;
Â Serve as a model the 

region.
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Knoxville Station 
Transit Center

Opening August, 2010
*4.5 kW PV array*

~$50,000

LEED Certified Building



Solar on Historic 
Home

ÂWorking with local preservation 
organization www.knoxheritage.org

ÁHome will LEED -
Certified

ÁHistoric characteristics 
adds extra challenge

*PV and Solar Hot Water*

http://www.knoxheritage.org/


Solar through ESPC

30 kW System

Â Paid for as part of $19M Energy Upgrade Package

Â Ameresco handles design, subcontracts labor, 
guarantees energy output/savings

Location: Knoxville Convention Center



Third Party Financed
System

*New Territory*

Â ~100 kW

Â EECBG Activity

Â Lots of variables left 
open to proposal

Â Market Transformation 
is critical goal

Location: Knoxville Convention Center



Lessons Learned

Â Efficiency First!
- Itôs a LOT cheaper!

Â Engage Local Utility Early in Process;
- Check interconnection regulations
- Make sure theyôre on board

Â Ask the Experts!
- EECBG TA, 
- Trusted Local Installer



Lessons Learned

Â Find an Experienced Installer
- NABCEP Certification

www.NABCEP.org

Â Educate In -House
- Make sure legal, finance,

engineering departments
are on board

http://www.nabcep.org/


More information

Check out Solar America Citiesô 

Solar Powering Your Community: A 
Guide for Local Governments

http://www.solaramericacities.energy.gov/resources/

Best practices and case studies from
Solar America Cities across the country

http://www.solaramericacities.energy.gov/resources/


Thank You!

Erin Burns

Sustainability Coordinator

eburns@cityofknoxville.org

865 - 215 - 2065

www.cityofknoxville.org/policy/solar

www.cityofknoxville.org/sustainability


